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By Philip Ball

Springer. Paperback. Condition: New. 80 pages. Dimensions: 10.9in. x 8.3in. x 0.3in.Society is
complicated. But this book argues that this does not place it beyond the reach of a science that can
help to explain and perhaps even to predict social behaviour. As a system made up of many
interacting agents people, groups, institutions and governments, as well as physical and
technological structures such as roads and computer networks society can be regarded as a
complex system. In recent years, scientists have made great progress in understanding how such
complex systems operate, ranging from animal populations to earthquakes and weather. These
systems show behaviours that cannot be predicted or intuited by focusing on the individual
components, but which emerge spontaneously as a consequence of their interactions: they are said
to be self-organized. Attempts to direct or manage such emergent properties generally reveal that
top-down approaches, which try to dictate a particular outcome, are ineffectual, and that what is
needed instead is a bottom-up approach that aims to guide self-organization towards desirable
states. This book shows how some of these ideas from the science of complexity can be applied to
the study and management of social phenomena, including traffic flow, economic...
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The best publication i actually study. We have study and that i am certain that i will likely to study once more again later on. Your daily life span will likely
be transform the instant you total reading this book.
-- Mr s. Alene Leff ler  DV M-- Mr s. Alene Leff ler  DV M

This type of ebook is every little thing and made me looking ahead of time and more. It is among the most amazing book i actually have read through. Its
been designed in an exceptionally simple way in fact it is simply soon a er i finished reading through this pdf in which actually transformed me, change
the way i believe.
-- Dr . Ron K ova cek-- Dr . Ron K ova cek
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