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Princeton University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, John Napier: Life,
Logarithms, and Legacy, Julian Havil, John Napier (1550-1617) is celebrated today as the man who
invented logarithms--an enormous intellectual achievement that would soon lead to the
development of their mechanical equivalent in the slide rule: the two would serve humanity as the
principal means of calculation until the mid-1970s. Yet, despite Napier's pioneering efforts, his life
and work have not attracted detailed modern scrutiny. John Napier is the first contemporary
biography to take an in-depth look at the multiple facets of Napier's story: his privileged position as
the eighth Laird of Merchiston and the son of influential Scottish landowners; his reputation as a
magician who dabbled in alchemy; his interest in agriculture; his involvement with a notorious
outlaw; his staunch anti-Catholic beliefs; his interactions with such peers as Henry Briggs, Johannes
Kepler, and Tycho Brahe; and, most notably, his estimable mathematical legacy. Julian Havil
explores Napier's original development of logarithms, the motivations for his approach, and the
reasons behind certain adjustments to them. Napier's inventive mathematical ideas also include
formulas for solving spherical triangles, "Napier's Bones" (a more basic but extremely popular
alternative device for calculation), and the...
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The ideal pdf i at any time go through. It can be loaded with knowledge and wisdom Its been developed in an exceedingly straightforward way and it is just
soon after i finished reading through this pdf by which basically altered me, affect the way i really believe.
-- Seth Tr eutel II--  Seth Tr eutel II

Extremely helpful for all class of folks. It is really simplified but excitement from the 50 percent of your ebook. You wont sense monotony at at any moment
of your time (that's what catalogs are for about if you check with me).
-- Pr of . Za cha r y Pollich V-- Pr of . Za cha r y Pollich V
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